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Book One in the Magic Kingdom of Landover Series Landover was a genuine magic kingdom, with

fairy folk and wizardry, just as the advertisement promised. But after he purchased it, Ben Holiday

learned that there were a few details the ad had failed to mention. The kingdom was in ruin. The

Barons refused to recognize the king, and the peasants were without hope. A dragon was laying

waste the countryside, while an evil witch plotted to destroy everything. Ben's only followers were

the incompetent Court Magician; Abernathy, the talking dog who served as Court Scribe; and the

lovely Willow - but she had a habit of putting down roots in the moonlight and turning into a tree. The

Paladin, legendary champion of the Kings of Landover, seemed to be only a myth and an empty suit

of armor. To put a final touch on the whole affair, Ben soon learned that the Iron Mark, terrible lord

of the demons, had challenged all prospective Kings of Landover to a duel to the death - a duel

which no human could hope to win. The task of proving his right to be King seemed hopeless. But

Ben Holiday was stubborn. . .
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The book cover for 'Magic Kingdom' didn't look very promising to me, but I was inspired by its

reviews, its comical premise, and the fact that Terry Brooks wrote it--hey, one of fantasy's best

supposedly, though I never really made it through the first book of Shannara. The name itself

suggests a fun, light-weight, humor filled adventure and that's what I went in expecting.I was

disappointed. Almost all elements of Landover follow standard fairy-tale cliches. Granted, that is



pretty much what was promised, but the book did little to make up for its lack of originality, in humor

or otherwise. It's actually quite serious and dry, and too much of it is just plain boring. Sometimes I

found myself taking in the words as quickly as possible without bothering to visualize the scenes or

soak it in, just to get on with it. Strange since usually when a book doesn't interest me I'll hardly

finish it, I guess in this case, like Ben, I was stubborn.It starts slow enough, introducing us to Ben

Holiday's normal life preceding the purchase of Landover, and doesn't really pick up that much once

he moves into the Kingdom and we are introduced to his four companions: bumbling wizard

Questor, the talking dog squire Abernathy, and a couple of fierce monkeyish warrior kinda guys.One

major gripe I have is that Landover feels so barren, like endless plains of uninhabited earth. For the

most part it fails to give us a sense of a real, living world. "Where are all the people?" I asked myself

at one point. There was no sense of things happening, until of course the fivesome journey forth to

wherever they must be for the story to progress and people seem to appear. At some points you'd

think they're living on the moon or something.
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